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1910 majority, but it fell considerably short of Liberal hopes. A large
Age 57 re<juc^ion of the wholly abnormal majority of 1906 had of course
been expected, but scarcely so much as a loss of 104= seats, and
Ministers were now faced with the awkward fact that, though they
had a clear majority of sixty-three in Great Britain, they would be
in an actual minority if the Irish Party voted against them; and
that party had taken serious objection to certain features in the
Budget and even voted against it on the second reading in the
previous Parliament. On the other hand, the result was an even
greater disappointment to the Conservative Party, for, in spite of
Lord Milner's " damning of the consequences," it is beyond belief
that they would have encouraged the peers to risk the dangerous
stroke of rejecting the Budget, if they had not felt reasonably sure
of carrying the country with them at the subsequent election.
The election over, Asquith rushed away for a few days' rest in
the South of France, forgetting in the hurry of his departure that
he and his wife had a command invitation to " dine and sleep " at
Windsor at the end of January. King Edward was not pleased,
and other people commented heavily on the disrespect supposed
to have been shown by the Prime Minister to the Sovereign. It
needed some diplomacy to explain the circumstances, but the kindly
offices of Lord Knollys restored the situation, and the King was
pleased to say that he perfectly understood that his Prime Minister
must have been " completely knocked up by the election." Asquith
was not, in fact, in a state of prostration, but he acknowledged
himself to be at fault, wrote a disarming apology from Lord Rondel's
villa at Cannes, and, as soon as he got back, went to visit the King
at Brighton, where he was now residing. Contrary to some ill-
natured gossip which was current at the time, King Edward had a^
very sincere liking for Asquith, and in spite of the political diffi-
culties of these times, he said more than once that, if any change of
political fortunes brought another Government to power, he should
on all personal grounds greatly regret the severance of his relations
with him.
The Election left both parties disappointed and perplexed. The
Opposition had landed themselves and the House of Lords in a
dimgerous predicament; the Government were by no means sure
that they could take advantage of their seemingly large majority
i& the new situation. Letters from colleagues put the situation to
tfce yrimfl Minister with frank despondency. It was true—said his

